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»-od«y r 3 Posit oxers piddled tbs .just causes the peoplo, especially the young people, 

have for lacking fcruat ia the press, 

i'i.i ha v Charles Sjfeb asking for self— censorship in favor of government secrecy 
on the op erl page and » xx&m review of an irrelevant book in which you not only 
perpa tints these secret!* tho goat hue kept hut pretend they do not exiat. 

Tho combination alone raise a what I believe are basic questions* One is of the 
integrity of tho press and the Post in particular. Another is the ro.le in which tho 
press , again the Post in particular, has cost itinolf In recent years* For all practiaal 
purposes, from my own experience and observation, on basic political issues the prons 
considers itself a fourth any’ of government, complaining only that the government does 
not recognise this and does not recognise tho superior wisdom of tho press* 

Mine is among the more extensive experiences with government secrecy, 1 know of no 
one else who has made as much effort, including in court, to and tills corrupting aecreoy* 

In no single ease have I ever found a legitimate secret. In evejyoaae I have found that 
the law wae corrupted to hide what ia ©iabarraaaing to government. I can recall no secret 
ever published that. was jf^arafol to national oecurity in- any way. Generally it is tho 
other way around, The classic example is of tho Ray of Pigs, a disaster visitod upon on 
by press secrecy, Most of the world knew aossothlng like it was cooing. Only the American 
people did not because the press, including tho .Foot, failed in its primary obligation. 

The review ia of George McMillan's "The Making of an Acieaaoln." The review, life the 
book, h3utm93 that Jaam Earl Ray killed !3r* “artin Luther King* Without this aasumption 
who cares about James Bari Hay o^hia alleged background? It ia pousiblo for TA-rffi ti 1 1 
to write this book only because in it ha does not address any of the fact of that terrible 
crime. In this ho commits such a crime himaolf* The Post compounds it. 

-is you know, there has never been a trial. Two days after this was assured The Hew Tork 
Times carried a report on a number of booics that had bean contracted* all in support of the 
soOcsllad solution of this moot costly cr±.»9 in our history. All assumed Ray's Iona guilt, 

■ / : kll.su la qu«tad as saying "that he had a 'very happy contract' and that foreign 

r. -i. -onxrw-ta k 4 d already been signed by publishers in eight countries, " For what? 
s : .'.cal study of Ray." On what beats?"! have always believed that James Sari 

1 - u ' • * »»»'?hi3 guy ia a loner. And I have never investigated any aspect of a 


2 


conspiracy * which has left me free to. work on his biography," Rather than investigate any ** 
thing. having investigated neither the crime nor the lingering question of conspiracy - 
no doubt the reason you describe yoor Plutarch as an investigative reporter^^hi.red a 
psycbi&iilot" so he could better understand that toll i>re sent mythology that is the sublet 
of previous coriv>3pondence between ut?, ‘Srbat does it &o to a guy to sleep in the ease bed 
wi th his parents v/hen he it? growing up* rt 

J V this tribute to "investigative reporting 1 * you and McMillan have m&de ae caseins 
o^a fair percentage of the world’s population J/5 ere the Actualities of life penal t no 

other sleeping* 

i’r.JioMilloa vaa explicit on his not investigating anything# On March 15, 1969 this 
Timoa interview ha si him sayiyig "hie book was to have been published four m&ntha after the 
end of iks Ray’s trial 1 ' but with the avgidtinca of a trial "The date may be pushed forward^" 
From thd-3 the Post interprets , "McMillan* a book is the product of seven yearo of work*" 

P'Dir a hardback book to be published in lees than four months requires that it be 
ready for sfiehufao&aEo mm uf sc t ur a & The nor.aal spread is & is months* The only reason for the 
delay is that the same day McMillan boasted of his de.rrJjig^do In assuming rather than 

i 

inveaii gating Joaes S^rl liny wrote the judge he was appealing* And obviously without 
reason to believe that Ray alone kiUsd Dr, &iag any biography of hia is worthless and 
entirely irrelevant* Brno you have converted it into rt an explosive breakthrough" and 
"a significant addition tc the iuilllona vb words already expended on the ling aoeasaina?- 
tion,* To this you add ?alnubood 0 that "previous hooka (say) that there was no 
conspiracy and that Ray was a lone racist ideologue , ** There la one book on the King 
assassination the Post did not review* cons&stant with the Post’s long history* It 
dees address the evidenc-^ uuliko IScMillanV:^ *md it dv*y:j prove that f&y co*:&d not 
have Peon *\ lor.r assassin, :‘\&tk£ul to ^rtfell the Post did review all those books thtjt 
avpidod cny ijav.v»1;i^itiou of the orisce itself and thereby support tlie official mythology* 

• *" v r. +ke .vlngXe book* of uhich. you have not inf q rtf. ad your readers, the single 
1 If •: v.;cd on the facts of that horrible cri>r«* is my 

-i. airv.:: '; ith this the Post has refused to print what X have since aado available 
*' . cm f • Fult of . ler.g and partially successful -suxd entirely tmaubnidisod ~ 

. . to bed. . •; the supores&ad oibficvfl evidence tc light* $hln would have been lucre 

held no interest in fact and truth* 
«d?ied ?r .-■:■? these secret files you 

on : ■:•■■•) , ’idrnce tr*at prow* beyond question t&at the crime was not and could 

iu>\, navrf ; - ^vm-ltiad &;$ officially alleged* :i *his al«3o proves that th© Department of 
Justice and ti * Hil '\ro. party U* of a &&a and of history. Your plug for the 

NcMilinL. book is consistent with this* libctraordiiiary indeed ! 


There h.ve Wen about a dose,; hearings end calendar call a in my eult for this.sup*- 
presaed evidence.. Again ii. consistent for the Post to h/.tve made rx mention of what 
is in evident* in tiiat case* This i,. not sxtva ordinary. And cousin tent with the Slab 
plea for the protection o i official aeer&te the .Pont also failed to report the first 
time the government was defeated in c^urt :«h*a ifc invoked national security* Thi s,a3». v . 
of course j is even lean ntrwawortiv/ »cv Vxiauae that wra; don v ho protact our first un- 
elected President* lx in le>*s news ~ i\e ... that office* That ha could 

steal and then sell this "nr.ticn.o3 uaei L/xty a iafoxr/iti ■ /- Z tor which ho lied under oath 

'O-’h it if. lii tic-juij'iryijn-hi . Vo o thinly was not m.*wa than, when I publirdisd it 
• ■ ^ feh:^. there is controvert:*.' ,-dyut that testimony* >/ith thia in airni ploaee look at 

t. •< .3 on the front pate of fclxio mornings Post* 

'me m c\ixientiary hearing, the jgnJ& tiro# there was tbs testing of any 
• . ccMtinr lo the Xing assassination, in federal district court in Memphis 
.? :i v*ccoc»:v 1^7 <,• The Post w&.?. there* McMillan vas not* 'atur&lly when evidence vae to 
system j-juriri o tents evidence th^ was no place for th^uthor of 
. \y of i,por. : rai lli:vu: of words your reviewer ref ore to* ^oast of all was it a place for 
McMillan to be a coaid not have been \fiev& 9 aa the Post know?, $nd fails to say, and 
still publish tM.fi book* Tha rqaaon is simple, if it is secret from the readers of the 
Post* all the l&sio allegations watte against day wore refuted - without edroa^.xatt&i'w**» 
tion or rebuttal* if you doubt ti ilo I have tha transcripts and you ony read them or .bavia 
anyone *lae read them for you* 

A xuX thus you find ex\ irrelevant bgxsk a "breakthrough* " Orwell could not have s£sd 
a&id it better^, 

After providing us with an apt encapsulation of traditional .American concept of the 
role of the in comparison with govemfi»n\ Jeffereoa emo to regret it* 

If he ware alive today he would realise that ch those gut political issues there is no 
real distinction between press and government® Tide is paiuful for one who reveres the 
tradition of end Pains* It is destructive of any concept of a re pre tentative or 

brul.y free society* If this is m«t it takes to publish a major paper today, we are lost* 
And if this it: the kind of editor you want to be, I do sorrow for you* 


